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volume is a collection of 
T . seventeen essays. Several of 
“ them are recent and have not 
been previously published; others, 
thave appeared during the last six 
“years in the American Review, 
"American Mercury, Southern Re- 
view, and in other magazines. A 
¢good many of these earlier pieces 
‘have been revised. The book, as a 
Whole, Suggests a remarkable 
Unity; each study, that is, may in a 
pense be termed an examination 
*of a separate facet of a general and 
‘Yinsistent problem—the problem of 
the kind of America we want and 
sthe conditions under which that 
‘problem is likely to be solved, 
Mr. Davidson's point of view is 
*. done which has been emphasized for 
,j@ore than forty years now by his- 
' yforians of the F. J, Turner school. 
- ~sskts major tenet is that the United 
' » States are not unified but diverse 
fein their aspirations and interests. 
» This thesis stands in implacable op- 
«position to the glorious oneness en- 
visioned by men like ries A. 
Beard and, to a less exten& by A. 
a _M. Schlesinger. These latter hron- 
» {clers of the American scent pic- 
Wa ,Aure the development of the coun- 
' try as only an incidental phase in 
he emergence of the world state. 
s brisk Northeastern manufac- 
* turing system, octopus like, they 
' pay, is reaching out its tentacles in 
directions; fundamental eco- 
omic and political differences are 
vanishing. There is the radio, 
“and endless other harbingers of 
“union such as standardized cloth- 
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the automobile. What the prophets 
*)who sound this cheerful note forget 
“Ys simply that the sections are 
never in full agreement politically, 
- -'*are constantly at war economically, 
i" are socially and in their folk 
ed so diverse as to make the 
' “term American an almost meaning- 
_£* Tess abstraction. 
; tan For example, we do not know, 
hays Mr, Davidson, what to call a 
_ citizen of the United States. “Amer- 
ican is a large word, to which Eski- 
—4_™Mo, Cuban, and Brazilian also have 
Some claim.” Our most character- 
istic songs—"Old Kentucky Home,” 
“Dixie,” “Home on the Range"— 
are ones which embody a sectional 
__ experience (Who knows all the 
~ “verses to the ‘Star Spangled Ban- 
Mi ner"?). We have our special sects 
Sand communities to whom by tradi- 
_ *tion-as well as by law we accord 
“tolerance—the Dunkards and Men- 
_» “*nonites in the Northeast and Mid- 
aie States; the Holy Rollers and 
"Cajuns in the Southeast; the Mor- 
> _' mons, greatest of modern religious 
aaa in Utah; and o on. 
| r, our military heroes fall 
‘naturelly into the regional pattern 
Stonewall Jackson and Lee in the 
' South, Grant and Sherman in the 
/* North, Sam Houston in the South- 
oo thing may be said 
colorful figures like Kit 
Buffalo Bill, David Crock- 
Sam Davis,-Tecumseh, Miles 
and Ethan Allen; or of 
John Henry, Mike 
and Pecos Bill. 
sections 
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at a loss even to 
Conversely, efforts 
heroes of section- 
Tiave failed; not since the 
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sold his timber, held his: tenants 
pinned with a dollar mark, not be- 
cause he was a limb of Satan but” 
because money had to be-forth- 
coming—and that quickly—for 
shoes and hats from tariff-pro- 
tected factories; money for farm 
machinery, kerosene, gasoline, fer- 
tilizer, cooking-stoves, knives, axes, 
automobiles, all fingjmced and pro- 
duced under the i rial scheme; 
money for mortg: } and loans, 
to placate the suckiMg tentacle-tip 
of the money octopus flung far to 
seize him; money for taxes to run 
schools on the new model furnished 
by the Northeast—and, yes, indi- 
rectly to swell the endowment of 
Teachers’ College of Columbia Uni- 
versity and keep its well-mar- > 
shalled hosts employed; money for § 
more taxes for still more public 
improvements—new roads, new 
courthouses (with steel filing cabi- 
nets) and new bureaus upon bu- 
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Professor of English at Vanderbilt, reaus; money for interest on the Fro 
University, author of two volumes of national debt, covered by bonds 

try, “An Outlined Piper’ and_gilt-edged, good as gold, offering 
“The Tall Men” and contributor of Hamiltonian conveniences to banks 
critical essays to “I'll Take My and security venders; money for 2 


Stand,” “‘Who. Owns America?” and’ the new Northeastern idea of in- 
Various periodicals and reviews, who surance, to hedge him against the 
has a new volume of essays just off liabilities and calamities forced 
the press, entitled “The Attack on upon him by the system ‘and to 

Leviathan; -~- bury him when, lifeless, moneyless, FN 
a : and propertyless, he delivers his Lr’ 
son in the light of this guiding soul to his Maker and his body to ; 
principle. His work, as its title im- & mortician who is one of the high-~ mo 


ly valued members of the Chamber o¢ 
plies, is an attack on those forces ©) Comers For all the while vo. 


h 
which would discredit regional dif- prodigious and faithful though his ae 
ferences. Since the War between labor might have been, the money day 


the States, he finds, these forces for these things came to him in a 
have been concentrated in the Miggardly trickle, if at all, but it ing 


Northeast, using for their tocsin peuged Northeast, in toed, 320. cur 


‘ South has learned this lesson well. ¢p), 
Lincoln's wishful idea that the And now the West may learn it, ran 


United states must become “all one too—-may know that the West goes trq, 
thing or all another,” From this in shoddy that the Northeast may any 


notion has been spawned a legend “2k in silk and satin.” dee 


‘ The Southern liberals became ex- 
that is by now almost too familiar prcised about this problem several oe 
to be cited: e 


degades ago. Men like Walter Hi 
“The: South—so the tale rune—id ome 5 oe bee ke Welter Hines ant 


Page and Henry Grady decided 
a region full of little else but lynch- ny what the Bor sauiha’ Seat tier 
ings, shootings, chain gangs, poor was to place industry above poli- 
whites, Ku Kluxers, hookworm, tics, towns and cities above the- 
Pellagra, and-a few decayed patri- ories, The pre-war South, they felt, 


cians whose chief interest is to de- was done for, for good. “Without 
prive the uncontaminated, spiritual 4 quiver of concern for the insti- 


singing Negro of his life and lib- tutions they were abandoning,” 
erty, But what is more shocking, it these men undertook to scrap the 
is inhabited by believers in God, civilization that already, it seemed 
who pass antievolution laws ... ¢) them, was defeated and there. *™* 
The Middle West—the tale says—is ¢ore valueless. To those obstinate ‘”* 
a land of morons, boobs, and shoul- Spirits who objected to the scrap- tio: 
der-smacking. Babbits, in which, ping process, they echoed Page's wo 


despite a plethora of schools and piescantry that what the South 7 
modern conveniences, an artist soul needed was “a few first class fu- ®°* 
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feels cramped and misunderstood; yorais” out 
or @ land of lonely farms.where = ppirty.. years passed ly 
men and women drudge away their since eee spoke ie ry ‘Ges of PR? 


sterile lives; or of repressions and ; 
shams.” 

This was the interpretation of 
our history whieh the Northeast 
attempted to heve the country 
cept. That it was both an 


ndustrialism and education and in 

disparagement of what he called W® 
the ghosts of the Confederacy, His WV 
doctrine. of education~ penetrated P 
80- only skin deep, as recent threats to P° 
rant the school systems prove. The stag- °¥! 


and a decadent i goes t 

ee : gering figures of treasury deficits *° 
almost-wittout'saying.._But the eco- 414 bonded debts show us that the W! 
nomic implications of that doctrine years of liberal progress have been —! 
were far reaching. The hinter~ jico years of financial madness and !¥ 
lands, it announced, should mend pijiage, They show us, as well, a Hv 
their manners; they should improve gout, still drained of its wealth by Ra 
themselves, should become more © 
pees fa York, Chicago, and De- 
troit, ing, incidentally (on easy .. 

promise of low labor costs. It P® 

terms), the commodities which is evident, in other words, that what wh 
these fine cities had for sale—auto- the region needed at the turn of Ne 
mobiles, a new.type of education. the century, “to set off against the no: 


a specal brand of literature, of ende eading 
music, of drama, of life insurance. , Rens Ces. wore_ 5 : 


“Education is only one example 


éé- haw ta ie tr inden. trialism and social degeneracy,” he 


was the strengthening of its con- of 
servative culture, to the virtues of 20 


perverting the ends. The high 

fuatere ht ves ues the waiee Page and his followers were Ber 
masses at great cost to their hu-, - ' 
manity and self respect. The What does Mr. Davidson propose ™® 


by way of remedy for the situation Plé 
he so ably describes? Though he Pr 
has drawn up no bill to be forward- Bu 
ed to his congressman, he is quite &¥ 
in his conviction that the vari- ¢! 
sections must be guarded of 
imperialiam—at present, Y@ 
the imperialism of the ®7 
Northeast—both and Pe 
is 


he 

. Frank 
Owsley’s view that “the several re- P* 
gions should have an equal share ”° 
in the making of the tariff which 


mountain boy could get a college 
that built 
out_of his 
ballad 
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“But what if more safeguard is 
had needed? The means of full pro- 
tection lies perhaps—the layman 
venture only a perhaps—in giv- 
regional commonwealths 
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